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Oat Variety Test
George Patrick, research associate Department of Agronomy Materials and Methods Twenty-nine varieties were included in the 2008 oat test at Sutherland, IA. Each variety was sown in three different plots to average out the effects of soil variability. The varieties were planted April 7 at a rate of 3 bushels/acre. The oat plots were harvested on July 29.
Results and Discussion
Average oat grain yield at Sutherland in 2008 was 140 bushels/acre, 29 bushels/acre more than the three-year average yield (Table 1) . Based on three years of data, Baker was the highest yielding variety. Tack had the highest test weight among hulled (normal) oat varieties in 2008. Buff is a hull-less variety and thus had a higher test weight.
Additional information on oat and barley variety tests in the state can be found in the publication, "Iowa Crop Performance Tests-Oat and Barley, 2008," which is available from county extension offices (Pm-1645) and at www.croptesting.iastate.edu/. 
